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FIGURE 3.3  Terra 
Cotta Warriors, Xi’an. 
Located near Xi’an, 
China, excavations at 
this World Heritage 
Site revealed about 
8,000 life-size warriors 
constructed from terra 
cotta placed in battle 
formation near the 
tomb of the first 
emperor of China.
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designated landscape of the Bamiyan Valley in Afghanistan. In part, the declaration 
makes it clear that all states should take appropriate measures to prevent intentional 
acts of destruction, wherever they are located, during peace and in times of war.

The World Archaeology Congress adopted the Vermillion Accord on Human 
Remains in 1989. While recognizing the legitimate concern that science should have 
the ability to study human remains, the accord also establishes that the wishes of the 
dead, the relatives or guardians of the dead, and the local community be respected.

As archaeologists are becoming increasingly interested in the material remains of 
space exploration, the United Nations Outer Space Treaty (1967) has important impli-
cations. Essentially, the treaty states that land in space cannot be owned by any coun-
try, but the material remains of space exploration and other forms of space junk are 
the property of the country that sent the items into space.
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