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Several locations of past cultural activity in Canada and the United States have 
been accorded World Heritage status. Head-Smashed-In Buffalo Jump in southern 
Alberta is an excellent example of the Aboriginal practice of driving large animals over 
a cliff to their death. The site itself consists of a complex of drive lanes that directed 
buffalo (bison) to a cliff, an accumulation of buffalo bones at the base of the cliff, a 
butchery location, and camping areas. The site was used for over 5,000 years and is a 
good example of archaeological tourism in Canada today, with an on-site museum 
and interpretive programs run by the local Blood and Piikani (Peigan) First Nations, 
the descendants of the people who operated the jump.

L’Anse aux Meadows is the earliest undisputed evidence of Europeans in North 
America. Located on the northern tip of Newfoundland, the site consists of the 
remains of an eleventh-century Viking settlement. Excavated remains include 
wood-framed, peat-turf buildings like those found in Norse Greenland and Iceland.

Anthony Island, also known as SGaang Gwaay, along the north Pacific coast of 
British Columbia includes the Haida Peoples’ village of Ninstints (Nans Dins) and 
the remains of their houses, as well as carved mortuary and memorial poles, offering 
visual keys to their oral traditions.

Cahokia Mounds is an excellent example of the mound-building peoples of the 
continent. Located near St. Louis, Cahokia Mounds is the largest prehistoric 

FIGURE 3.2  Mesa 
Verde, Colorado. This 
World Heritage Site 
comprises cliff dwell-
ings and other cultural 
remains of Pueblo 
peoples.
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