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popular attention and has great value to American industry and government 
agencies.

The best-known archaeologist in the field of garbology is William L. Rathje, who 
founded the Garbage Project, also known as Le Projet du Garbage, at the University of 
Arizona in the early 1970s. Since that time, members of the Garbage Project have studied 
fresh household garbage in several cities throughout the United States, as well as in Mexico 
and Australia. They have also conducted excavations in more than a dozen landfills in 
Canada and the United States. Their research has been funded by a wide variety of cor-
porations that are interested in patterns of food consumption and waste, including Heinz, 

FIGURE 3.1  Astronaut 
on the Moon. Space 
archaeology is a sub-

field of archaeology, 
which includes viewing 

objects left on the 
moon and other celes-

tial bodies, orbital 
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International Space 
Station, and places on 
Earth associated with 

the exploration of outer 
space through the lens 

of archaeology.
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