Data from laboratory analysis may include a wide variety of information, as outlined
in Chapter 6.
MAKING THE DATA MEANINGFUL

Raw data are usually made meaningful after they have been manipulated in some way.
This usually involves systems of classification, described in Chapter 6. It also often
entails statistics. Essentially, data are made meaningful through their application to
the stated hypotheses or research questions.
MAKING THE RESEARCH MEANINGFUL

Making the research meaningful brings the project full circle. It is incumbent upon
archaeologists to report their research in a timely manner. For those in academic
archaeology, this generally means a report to the government and others who have
issued the permits or permissions for research, the funding agency, and other archaeologists. Reports to other archaeologists usually take the form of presentations at
conferences, journal articles, chapters in edited books, or monographs. Although it
does not happen routinely, academic archaeologists are increasingly making their
research meaningful to the public, through film productions and articles written for
the popular press.
For those in CRM, making the research meaningful generally means reporting the
results of the project to the government and others who have issued permits or permissions for research.

BOX 5.1 FROM EXCLUSIVITY TO INCLUSIVITY: MAKING ARCHAEOLOGY AN EQUITABLE

PROFESSION

As a discipline that has historically excluded minorities and women, archaeology has been slow to adopt
practices that seek to include people of all walks of
life. Archaeology has traditionally been defined as
field-based science, which poses unique physical, geographical, and logistical obstacles for archaeologists.
Archaeologists are faced with financially and
emotionally difficult decisions that include covering
the costs of childcare; making the decision to leave
their children at home, or bring them to the field if it
is permitted on site or if it is safe to do so (Goldstein
et al. 2018); dealing with universities or employers
who prohibit archaeologists and other field crew
members from bringing children to archaeological

sites; stereotypes regarding who can be considered
an archaeologist (Heath-Stout 2019); and being away
from those in their care for long periods of time (Camp
2019). Elder care also presents similar challenges for
archaeologists who conduct fieldwork. But child and
elder carework are statistically more likely to fall on the
shoulders of women around the globe (Covan 1997).
In addition, some archaeologists, known as “multigenerational caregivers,” find that they are responsible for
the care of both children and elders at the same time
(Livingston 2018). This is due to two modern factors:
(1) women delaying having children until they are done
with their education and/or gainfully employed, and (2)
people living much longer than previous generations.
(continued)

© University of Toronto Press 2020
CHAPTER 5: WORKING IN THE FIELD

103

