
44  INTRODUCING ARCHAEOLOGY

a new way of doing archaeology as it is an umbrella phrase for all those who not only 
criticize processual archaeology, but do archaeology in scholarly, nontraditional meth-
ods. Post-processual archaeology includes, but is certainly not limited to, such things 
as the widespread belief that all archaeology is political; the use of metaphor in inter-
pretations; the explicit recognition of bias in interpretations; and the practice of 
archaeology in nonscientific ways; and it includes the identification and significance 
of gender, ethnicity, and ideology as principal objectives of research.

It is difficult to know for sure whether the criticisms of Hodder and other British 
archaeologists were persuasive enough to alter the kinds of research being done 
throughout the world, or whether that had more to do with other occurrences, such 
as the rise of feminism and Indigenous empowerment, or perhaps a change in the way 
archaeological research is funded.

It is clear that many who profess to be doing processual archaeology early in the 
twenty-first century have been influenced by the criticisms. Explicit recognition of 
bias is now common, and topics such as gender, ethnicity, and ideology are now 
mainstream. Whether the changes are related to world events, intellectual persuasion, 
funding, or other means remains to be seen. It has been pointed out, however, that 
after a few decades of National Science Foundation funding for archaeological 
researchers from the United States, subsequent decreases in funding allocations in the 
1980s caused researchers to shift their grant proposals to the National Endowment 
for the Humanities, in which research on issues of gender and ethnicity are much 
more likely to be funded.

BOX 2.2  FEMINIST ARCHAEOLOGY

Though gender and sexuality have been explored 
by other academic disciplines since the 1950s and 
1960s, archaeologists did not begin investigating 
these topics until the early 1980s. It was at this time 
that female archaeologists who saw themselves as 
feminists started questioning why archaeologists 
were so hesitant and late to study gender issues. 
Feminist archaeology pioneers like Dr. Joan Gero, 
formerly of American University, and Dr. Margaret 
Conkey, professor of archaeology at the University 
of California, Berkeley, wrote seminal publications 
exploring two central problems in archaeology: (i) 

the representation of females and gender dynamics 
in the past, and (ii) gender bias and discrimination in 
the discipline of archaeology.

Through this work, which is known as first-wave 
feminist archaeology, archaeologists identified how 
women in the past were often depicted as passive, 
inactive people who were solely responsible for birth-
ing and raising children (Conkey and Spector 1984). 
Men, in contrast, were depicted as active, productive 
members of society who constructed homes, foraged 
and hunted for food, and made stone tools. Feminist 
archaeologists challenged these androcentric  
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